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Exploring Program Sites
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Student and Program StatsOther Stats

Internship placement

•Obtainment

•APA accreditation

Time to Degree Completion

•Look for around 6

Attrition

Licensure

Publication Data

Current Job Placement
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When are you ready to apply to a 
clinical science program? 

  GRE: 310 total
  Verbal, quantitative and analytic (written)
  *psychology test is helpful but NOT required

  GPA: 3.5
  *or combination of equal merit

  Research experience and motivation to continue research
  Fit with program and potential advisor
  Background in psychology especially in research design 
and statistics is helpful
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Acquiring Experience 

  Opportunities for undergraduate research

  Research Assistant for a professor

  Senior/Honors Thesis

  Independent Research-Look for departmental grants for undergraduate students 

  Be on the lookout for opportunities to share your research: Poster sessions at conferences & 
publications 

  Post-Baccalaureate research positions

  RA in a university research setting

  Post-Bac Fellowships

  Master’s Program?

  Clinical volunteering experiences 
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What is included in the 
application? 

  Personal statement

  Areas of interest

  Career goals

  How program will help you reach your goals

  Research experience (details!)

  Advisor preference

  3 Recommendation letters

  Curriculum vitae (CV)

  GRE scores, transcript
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Timeline for application 

  Deadline is December 15

  September: explore program sites, find programs that fit your interests
  Possibly contact potential mentors
  Identify potential letter writers and ask them to recommend you; 

provide them with any application materials you have ready
  October: refine list of schools to which you want to apply

  Research potential mentors to which you would like to apply
  Draft statement(s)
  Send GRE scores (Oct is latest to take GREs)
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Timeline for Application

  November: refine your statement
  Edit your statement yourself AND have at least one other person give you 
feedback

  Touch base with letter writers; if polished enough, send them a draft of your 
statement

  Send transcripts to schools
  December: finishing touches

  Perfect your statement
  Fill out online portion of application
  Add recommenders to online application, check that they received the link
  Preferably before the 15th hit send
  WAIT

  January: hear back

BRIDGE Visit Day, University of Delaware, September 15th, 2017



Example of way to stay organized and 
on-track
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  Application fee (~$35-85)

  GRE ($205)

  Sending GRE Scores 
($27/score recipient)

  Official Transcripts?

                     Cost of Applying

  Application fee waivers

  GRE Fee reduction program
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Interview Process

  Invitations generally offered Dec 15-Jan 30 

  Interview weekend, interview day, or phone interview 

  Travel Arrangements: 

  Usually, graduate students host, transport you during visit

  You arrange/pay for travel, you arrange/stipend for travel, program arranges and pays

  Interview Day:

  Interview with potential faculty mentor

  Interview with 1-2 other faculty

  Information sessions with department chair, program chair, director of clinical training, etc.

  individual/paired interviews with grad students in your potential lab

  “Down time”: lunch, breaks between interviews, etc.
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Interviews-General Advice

  Respond promptly when setting up interviews

  Program interviews you and you interview them

  Dress professionally

  Competitiveness/Arrogance is a red flag

  Prepare thoroughly for interview with potential mentor, but more 
generally for other faculty/grad student interviews

  Take notes on your way home—your memory will fade 

  After interview, send thank-you emails or notes (everyone you interviewed 
with, student host, program administrator) within 48-72 hours
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Interview Tips

  Practice interviewing before your first interview

  Most answers should be about 30 seconds, if interviewer wants more information, they will ask 

  Demonstrate that you understand:

  Your research (big picture and details)

  The field you are moving toward

  “Tell me about yourself” = “Tell me about yourself in research and academia

  Show you understand what a career in clinical psychology entails

  When asked about a time you overcame something, solved a problem, etc (behavioral questions):

  Pick a situation about research or academics

  Use examples or stories to “show” rather than “tell”— great for all types of questions

  Be prepared to ask your own questions! (Think about the message your questions send)

BRIDGE Visit Day, University of Delaware, September 15th, 2017


